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Shimer College Welcomes New Students

Sunday, August 23rd marked the beginning of the
Shimer experience for a new class of students. Through
the course of the afternoon, young men and women
moved into their residence hall rooms north of Shimer's
classrooms where they will spend the next year building
an intellectual foundation rooted in one of the last true
liberal arts curricula in the country. With the addition of
31 freshman, the ranks of Shimer's student body now
stands at 110 students (a figure which includes part-time
and weekend students).

. The incoming students hail
from 16 different states,
including a particularly
large number from the
' West Coast. This increase
is due in large part to
Shimer's increased
recruitment efforts in that
area. An admission office
staff member made a trip
to the West Coast to
attend college fairs and
visit high schools. With the
help of alumni the staff member was able to offer sample
classes to prospective students and their parents. This
provided a taste of what Shimer is like and allowed them
to speak with alumni about their own Shimer experience.
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It is of note that many members of the entering class are
transfer students. In many cases, these students
discovered that the other schools they attended did not
have what they were looking for, schools where they
could thrive and be challenged. Two of these transfer
students took Shimer classes last year as students from
Harold Washington College in downtown Chicago. Shimer
also welcomed its first transfer students rom the
Vandercook College of Music which also shares IIT's
campus. Upon taking Integrated Studies 2 as an elective
with David Shiner last semester, the aspiring teacher
found that the class and discussions were so inspiring he
had to see what the rest of the core offered, and he still
plays bass in many Vandercook ensembles. Yet, the
entering class is more than just numbers. The incoming
class brings to Shimer an array of interests and talents -
several play instruments like the piano, banjo, and
accordion; one is an accomplished actor; another an
improv comedian; and still others play competitive
sports like hockey or basketball.

Upcoming Events

Lecture - Dr. Gary Glenn
9/24/2009 7:00 PM

Dr. Glenn, Distinguished
Teaching Professor Emeritus
of Political Science at
Northern Illinois University,
will be giving a lecture
entitled On the Future
Possibility of Liberal
Education.

Lecture - F.H. Buckley
10/6/2009 7:00 PM

F.H. Buckley, member of the
Shimer College Board of
Trustees and Executive
Director of the Law &
Economics Center, Associate
Dean, and Foundation
Professor of Law at George
Mason University School of
Law, will be giving a lecture
on The Morality of Laughter.

Fall 2009 Convocation
10/17/2009 2:00 PM

Join Shimer College in
welcoming and celebrating
the Class of 2013.

News from Shimer

Bev Thurber Joins the Shimer

College Faculty
Shimer College is excited to

welcome Bev Thurber as its
newest faculty member who
will be teaching Integrated
Studies 2 and Natural
Sciences 3.

An Alum's View: A New, Tech
Savvy, Form of GRE Study
An alum's take on the
iPhone's new GRE
application.




Can you really teach science at

The returning students joined the incoming class on a Great Books school?
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27th. After a week of classes, students are starting to professor of Natural

adjust and are getting to know each other, but the social ~ Sciences, responds to tough
connections (and even some of the intellectual questions posed by a
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arrival on campus.
Thanks to social
networking sites like
Facebook, many of the
students had "met"
each other before
arriving on campus,
sharing their thoughts Ve
and fears or even discussing something they were
reading over the summer. The adjustment has also been
made easier by this year's orientation leader program.
Orientation leaders are upper-class students who are "go
to people" for a specific group of incoming students to
help in their adjustment. As we begin the year, the first
days seem to have proven to be as much about opening
doors to new ways of thinking and new experience as it
did to new rooms.




